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ANCIENT HISTORY
The health-giving and therapeutic properties of silver have been known and handed down from generation to
generation for thousands of years. The ancient Phoenician, Babylonian and Greek civilizations were aware of silver's
ability to disinfect, purify and preserve food and water.
The ancient Egyptians used silver as a thin beaten out paper like product to wrap around wounds. The first written
mention of its use in a medical context is found in a pharmacopia published in Rome in 69 BC, while the first clear
record of its use as a healing agent is in the writings of the Mohammedan School founded by Geber (702 - 765 AD).
In historical reference that the aristocracy and upper classes never got sick (e.g. the plague) because they used silver
cutlery, plates, goblets and jugs for storing wine and water, Dr. Jerome Alexander, in his book, "Colloid Chemistry",
said that he tested the concept and found that silver ions were rubbed off the metal and did, indeed, destroy harmful
bacteria.
"Born with a silver spoon in his mouth" was always a reference to being born into a wealthy family. Actually, it is not
so much a reference to wealth, but to health! This is why silver has always been know as a noble precious metal.
History texts show that serious medical study of silver began in the late 1880s with it being used to successfully treat
typhoid and anthrax bacterial infections.

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY
In 1884, the German obstetrician Dr. Frans Crede observed that up to 79% of the children in institutions of the blind
were there as the result of exposure to maternal venereal disease (opthalmia neonatorum). He reported that 10% of
the infants born at the University Clinic of Leipzig had the disease. In 1893, drawing on his knowledge of the medicinal
properties of silver, Crede introduced the installation of 1 to 2% silver nitrate solution into the eyes of newborns.
There was an immediate decrease in the incidence of infant blindness (gonoccoal opthalmia) from 10% to 0.2 %.
As a result, the Crede prophylaxis became obligatory during the first half of the 20th century in the USA and most
European countries. Even since the appearance of antibiotics in the 1940's, Crede's prophylaxis has continued and is
still regulated by statutes in many countries throughout the world.
By the turn of the 20th century, the successful testing and use of silver compounds was widespread.
Dr. Henry Crookes is credited for the wide use of silver in the early 1900s. He used it for subduing gonorrhea,
tuberculosis and staphylococcus, as well as many other infectious organisms. His scientific reports concluded, "I know
of no microbe that is not killed in laboratory experiments in six minutes." (1)
According to studies published in a 1916 issue of Transactions of the American Association of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists, Colloidal Silver not only disabled bacteria, viruses and bacillus toxins, it bolstered the immune system.
At that time, Diphtheria and tetanus were still a scourge for humanity, and scientists were infecting animals with these
bacillus toxins in laboratories in order to find an answer. In 1919, Dr. Alfred Searle succeeded. He found that silver
protected rabbits from ten times the lethal dose of tetanus!
In the 1920's and 1930's, silver was ground very fine like flour, suspended in water and was used orally for many
infections and disease conditions, topically on burns, and for fungal infections. Silver was long used for plates for the
surgical repair of bones. Until almost 1970, it was common for scientists and doctors to put a silver dime in a petri
dish to sterilize it.
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They first
tried silver nitrate, but it proved to be corrosive and painful. It also stained everything badly and upset the
balance of body salts. Other compounds of silver were tried. Finally Colloidal Silver was proven to be the most
effective, to have no side effects and the burns healed relatively fast with it. They then developed a salve from
Colloidal Silver known as "Sulfadiazine", marketed under the brand name "Silvadene". Since then, it has been the
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standard medication for burns in all the major hospital burn centres throughout the world. It has proven to heal burns
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2. Another entirely unrelated line of research that guided the new thinking concerning the treatment of infections and
especially wounds, was published by the brilliant orthopaedic surgeon and research scientist Prof. Robert O. Becker in
his classic best seller "The Body Electric".
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In his brilliant book "The Body Electric", Prof. Becker highlights one of his amazing experiments on a patient who was
Electro Colloidal Silver has been successfully tested at the UCLA Medical Laboratories (one of the foremost medical
about to have his leg amputated.
research centres in the world), where it neutralised every virus, bacteria and fungus on which it was tested within
minutes (2).
The man's broken right tibia and fibula both refused to heal and there was a huge open wound with five kinds of
infection.
(2) Larry C. Ford, M.D. of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, UCLA School of Medicine, Centre for the
Health Sciences.
Prof. Becker states:…
"I debrided the wound, removing the dead tissue and all grossly infected or dead bone. There wasn't much left
Dr. Bjorn Nordstrom, of the Karolinska Institute in Sweden, has used silver in his cancer cure method for many years.
afterward. It was an enormous excavation running almost from his knee to his ankle. In the operating room we
He says this brought rapid remission in cancer patients given up by other doctors.
soaked a big piece of silver nylon in saline solution and laid it over the wound…wrapped the leg, and connected the
battery unit."
Numerous laboratory tests, including those formally accepted by the FDA (as part of the FDA approval process for
products such as Silveron, which is used for the treatment of severe burns) have shown that silver has significant
biocidal properties. Silver is highly effective in reducing population counts in single celled organisms such as virtually
every form of bacteria ever tested.

